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SAN FRANCISCO, July 30— The Microsoft Corporation Ed Facesook
announced its first significant software acquisition today, paying $14  w TwWITTER
million for Forethought Inc. of Sunnyvale, Calif. ¥ GOOGLE+
Forethought makes a program called Powerpoint that allows users of = EmALL
Apple Macintosh computers to make overhead transparencies or flip SHARE
charts. Some industry officials think such "desktop presentations" -
have the potential to be as big a market as "desktop publishing,"

@ REPRINTS

which involves using computers to lay out newsletters and other
publications. Microsoft is already the leading software supplier for
the Macintosh.

The personal software industry has been buzzing with acquisitions lately. Microsoft has
purchased a 10-employee Berkeley company called Dynamical Systems and has invested in
another company, Natural Language Inc. But the acquisition of Forethought is the first
significant one for Microsoft, which is based in Redmond, Wash. Forethought would

STYLE TRAVEL

MOST EMAILED

Entrepreneurship

Log in to discover more articles

remain in based on what you‘ve read.

Sunnyvale, giving Microsoft a Silicon Valley presence. The unit will be headed by Robert | Leg In | | Register Now

Gaskins, Forethought's vice president of product development.

FACEBOOK ¥ TWITTER 3§ GOOGLE+ [&] EMAIL SHARE

Your Money

JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

What's This? | Don’t Show

© 2017 The New York Times Company | Site Map | Privacy | Your Ad Choices | Advertise | Terms of Sale | Terms of Service

http://www.nytimes.com/1987/07/31/business/company-news-microsoft-buys-software-unit.htmI[24-Apr-17 11:59:15 AM]

Work With Us

RSS

Help

Contact Us

Site Feedback|


http://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/dealbook/index.html
https://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/overview/overview.asp?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/economy/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/energy-environment/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/media/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/personaltech/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/smallbusiness/index.html?src=busfn
https://www.nytimes.com/pages/your-money/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/login
http://www.nytimes.com/regi
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/extras/recommendations/recommendations.html
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/copyright/copyright-notice.html
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html#pp
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/rights/sale/terms-of-sale.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/membercenter/feedback.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/most-popular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1987/07/31/business/company-news-microsoft-buys-software-unit.html?pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/1987/07/31/business/company-news-microsoft-buys-software-unit.html?pagewanted=print
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEJVqV1Of3V_BkweezjZoOwe7_lwN67yfpUQTn_pJjk1lLYJcC8Rg_GAU0Ef8ZTqoFiLsfbu1mt2gier1iNV0ukPJqv-J1WwsxdV-H0lKBrQ2xLS9dGWIjZN9z7cQqvcpAfzYSPrND0vjRfOkB0Dxt7_8XqHIuwEQZmozb-WBkZZGXUIW6_l6b3q-xc74ZsjZB7h-UhMbOc-Q2aolpEk_R7az040lFP8rBjzgwO7SImH7aEYSXUMSPI8jI7bF6O38F73mbn0vlVB_y--Ls_EOheanxDhGXa_c2hdVA3o2zyKBesxkR3kc1fkDoHZu4lO40yW_egwu_vPtGMfOUd_J8QXU5RPeZXGcPU9Jp_O4HUDW_3ezNPXpHIhZt5NVk6w8I-Ue3A6gsqtN5M_9HVgSjqwuAXlCOu7Eycc-LU1ff5ur4llquamUbu8ASuuEl6pZ1KFImjZfgsh09zRhoQVbKiYEDo0bjyQX0Uyi-Iv9Uc3Sd190qxlZ7PUi9sUpYFm-oyct6e2QmFqQp9lVRVKSwRzNe6AsKpeXIsSY5FxgLvrt0bYMl2u-UTPxbk6PLgBHzAlKx13pYCQX9V8CWhN0YqwMUCa1sC-99JvAL91YDvrCsUoA1Jbt2BKduMuHFL58XrdX-bRlYRyZ-_20FfmAPfL8aYRiGfnj5r0qToKGjUFQPXFatWUSKWBPs2HHYNvqDACMl9tpctN7Bb2PcOF0sMsxYvtI9A2PYJuNfTR7iYja8Hqbm-IRbHJ3dRHVMC8MfRp0PCfcVpRQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPzyuFXxrnQk&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.rackspace.com/managed-aws/lp/support-for-aws%3Futm_medium%3Ddisplay-prosp%26utm_source%3Dgdn%26utm_campaign%3Dna_aws-fa_aws-kywd%26utm_content%3Dletrackspacemanageyouraws%26dclid%3D%25edclid!
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/1987/07/31/business/company-news-microsoft-buys-software-unit.html
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
javascript:;
javascript:;

	nytimes.com
	COMPANY NEWS - Microsoft Buys Software Unit - NYTimes.com


	V5cy1zb2Z0d2FyZS11bml0Lmh0bWwA: 
	searchForm: 
	query: 
	input9: 
	query_(1): 
	input11: 




