


Early Daze at Forethought

Aug 1985 First draft of spec for new product 
called Presenter at Forethought, 
Inc.

Dec 1985 Coding begins on Presenter for 
Macintosh  (Using a Lisa with two 5 
megabyte hard disks connected via 
the serial port)

Jun 1986 Another developer joins Forethought 
and doubles the size of the 
development team

Sep 1986 Forethought moves from Mountain View 
to Sunnyvale, CA



Birth of a Category
Apr 1987 Presenter, now called PowerPoint 1.0, ships

– Introduced a new category, desktop presentations, 
with many innovations

• Multiple slides in a single file
• Slide organization with a slide sorter view and a 

title view (precursor of outline view)
• Notes pages attached to each slide
• Handout printing with multiple slides per page
• Text with outlining styles and full word-processor 

formatting
• Graphic shapes with attached text for drawing 

diagrams and tables
• Shadows as object features

– First product to use a hardcover bound book for 
its manual!














